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1. OPENING AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Lubricants Committee Chair Fran Lockwood called the meeting to order and asked 
participants to sign the attendance sheet (included as Attachment 1). Mike Smith (Motiva) 
made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 5 Lubricants Committee Standards 
Meeting, Harji Gill (Pinnacle) seconded the motion, and the committee unanimously 
approved the minutes as written. 

 
2. HEAVY-DUTY ENGINE OILS: DEOAP STATUS 

Bill Runkle (Valvoline) briefed the committee on the outcome of the November 6 and 7 
API/EMA Diesel Engine Oil Advisory Panel (DEOAP) meeting in Chicago. API, EMA, and 
ACC met in Chicago to address EMA’s request for an enhanced version of API CI-4. This 
enhanced category would feature a new Mack test (T-11), a 90-pass Kurt Orbahn test, and 
a new Caterpillar multi-cylinder test (C13). Bill Runkle summarized the oil marketer 
(Attachment 2) and ACC (Attachment 3) positions on the issue and followed with a 
presentation listing the areas of agreement developed during the meeting (see Attachment 
4). 
 
The DEOAP ultimately agreed that API should address EMA’s concerns with CI-4 by issuing 
a Supplement to the category. Fran Lockwood made and Lew Williams (Lubrizol) seconded 
a motion to authorize the DEOAP to proceed with the development of a Supplement that 
would include the Mack T-11, the 90-pass Kurt Orbahn, and the Caterpillar C13 if it is 
available by March 31, 2004. The motion to proceed with development of the Supplement 
carried [9 for, 1 against, 2 abstain].  
 
Bill Runkle noted that the DEOAP will assume responsibility for developing the Supplement 
to CI-4 and the PC-10 New Category Development Team (NCDT) will continue developing 
PC-10. The development of the Supplement will not delay PC-10. 
 

3. ASTM UPDATE 
On behalf of Tom Franklin (PerkinElmer), Frank Fernandez (Oronite) announced that ASTM 
D02 Subcommittee B is considering a ballot proposing changes to API CH-4 and CI-4. 
Those interested in more details on the ballot should contact ASTM. 

 
4. ILSAC/OIL UPDATE 

Status of industry review of second ILSAC/Oil draft specification: The second draft of the 
ILSAC GF-4 specification was distributed for comment on November 4 (see Attachment 5). 
The 30-day comment period is expected to close on December 5. The ILSAC/Oil Committee 
will review the comments and consider adopting the specification at a meeting scheduled for 
December 17 in Detroit. 
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Sequence IIIG Correction Equation: Lew Williams (Lubrizol) reported that the Sequence IIIG 
Oil Consumption Correction Equation Coordinating Team had concluded that the effort by 
the test sponsor, the test labs, the Test Monitoring Center, and the Sequence IIIG 
Surveillance Panel and industry stakeholders had sufficiently improved the oil consumption 
precision of the Sequence IIIG to make a correction equation unnecessary. The Team 
recommended that the ASTM Sequence IIIG Surveillance Panel document the lessons 
learned, consider if additional measurements and controls on cylinder honing are necessary 
to assure industry-wide oil consumption precision in the Sequence IIIG, and determine oil 
consumption validity criteria early in the Sequence IIIG test and total oil consumption 
interpretability. The Lubricants Committee offered its congratulations to the Coordinating 
Team and all others involved in the effort to improve the precision of the Sequence IIIG. 
 
ILSAC GF-4 implementation timeline: The Administrative Guidance Panel (AGP) 
recommended that the Lubricants Committee add specific dates to the draft ILSAC GF-4 
user language proposed for API 1509: July 31, 2004, for introduction of GF-4 and April 30, 
2005, for last licensing of GF-3. The draft user language is included under Attachment 6. 
 
Proposed ILSAC GF-4 category life definition: OEM representatives commented during the 
AGP meeting that they could not support a proposed 6-year category life for GF-4 but would 
accept 5 years. The following proposed category life definition resulted from the AGP 
discussions: “Licensing of ILSAC GF-4 as the only gasoline engine oil minimum 
performance standard is planned until sometime in 2009. If warranted, this date may change 
upon agreement by API and ILSAC (e.g., due to new or unanticipated performance 
requirements).” The Lubricants Committee discussed the proposed definition and changed 
“until sometime in 2009” to read “through July 2009.” Attachment 6 reflects this change. 
 
Timeline of issuance of API Lubricants Committee ballot to incorporate ILSAC GF-4: The 
ballot will be issued in late December if the ILSAC/Oil Committee adopts the specification at 
its meeting on December 17. [Note: ILSAC/Oil postponed adoption of GF-4 to allow 
more time to address comments on the second draft specification.] 

 
5. API S CATEGORY ISSUES 

Next API S Category: Jim Williams reviewed the straw ballot summary (see Attachment 7) 
and the proposed options for the next API S Category (see Attachment 8). Chair Fran 
Lockwood gave the Lubricants Committee members and meeting attendees the opportunity 
to comment on the options and members the chance to express their opinion through a 
series of “straw” votes. The results of each straw vote are summarized below: 
 
 Option 3: Members voted [8 for and 4 against] to adopt one of the API SM options. 
 Option 2/2A: Members voted [5 for and 7 against] for Option 2 over Option 1 and for 

Option 2A if Option 2 is selected. Doug Morris (API Office of General Counsel) agreed to 
review the proposals to determine is there were any labeling issues with these options.  

ACTION: Doug Morris will determine if there are any labeling issues that need to be 
addressed under Option 2/2A. Members will discuss the issue in a conference call in 
December. 

 Option 1/1A: Members voted [7 for and 5 against] for Option 1 over Option 2 and [3 for 
and 9 against] for Option 1A if Option 1 is selected. 

 
Recognizing that the votes on the options were inconclusive, the Lubricants Committee 
agreed to resume the discussion in a conference call in December. 
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ACTION: Jim Williams will schedule a Lubricants Committee conference call in December 
to discuss the options. 
 

Updating API language and consumer education material regarding obsolete categories 
(SA, SB, etc.): Kevin Ferrick asked the Lubricants Committee to consider revising the 
descriptions for obsolete API Service Categories published in the API Motor Oil Guide Shelf 
Card to make them consistent with those published in SAE J183 (revised language included 
in Attachment 9). A motion to revise the shelf card was made and seconded, and members 
approved the proposal with slight modifications: add the word “CAUTION” to the SA, SB, 
and SC descriptions and remove the word “most.” Kevin Ferrick will revise the shelf card 
and circulate it to the Lubricants Committee for comment. 
 

ACTION: Kevin Ferrick will revise the API Motor Oil Guide Shelf Card to make its 
descriptions for obsolete service categories consistent with SAE J183. The revised 
version will include the modifications noted above. 
 

Continued licensing of API SJ: A motion to discontinue licensing of API SJ was made, 
seconded, and approved [10 for and 2 abstain] by the Lubricants Committee. 
 

ACTION: Kevin Ferrick will issue a letter ballot asking the Lubricants Committee to 
approve the discontinuance of API SJ as a licensable category. The Lubricants 
Committee also asked for information on how many of the SJ licenses were US/North 
America versus other parts of the world to determine if there was a need for this 
category. 
 
6. 2002 AMAP RESULTS AND 2003 STATUS 

Kevin Ferrick reviewed the 2002 AMAP results. His report is included under Attachment 10. 
 
7. BOI/VGRA TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Process for transitioning from GF-3 to GF-4: BOI/VGRA Task Force Chair Cliff Venier 
reported that the Task Force considered the issue of licensing GF-4 and/or SM oils as GF-
3/SL and agreed that it should be addressed by the API Lubricants Committee. To move the 
issue forward, Cliff Venier made a motion to include the following statement in the GF-4 
ballot: “Engine oils meeting API SM may be licensed as API SL.” Lubricants Committee 
members seconded and approved the motion [12 for and 0 against]. 
 
Cliff Venier also reported that the Task Force recommended the Lubricants Committee 
consider the following changes to API 1509: 
 
Single Technology Matrix for IIIG: Allow the Single Technology Matrix (STM) protocol to be 
used in addition to base oil interchange guidelines to satisfy Sequence IIIG requirements. A 
presentation supporting the proposal is included under Attachment 11. Lubricants 
Committee members suggested the Task Force consider whether the STM protocol could 
also be applied to the IIIGA. 
 
Read Across for IIIGA: Extend the SAE 5W-20, 5W-30, 10W, 10W-30, and 10W-40 read 
across guidelines for the Sequence IIIG to the Sequence IIIGA. A presentation supporting 
the new guideline is included under Attachment 12. Lubricants Committee members 
suggested that other reads—for example, 0W-30 to 0W-20 and 5W-50 to 5W-30—also be 
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considered for inclusion in the guidelines. Additionally, members suggested that Appendix F 
Table F-1 be modified to include the IIIGA. 
 
Paragraph E.3.3.5: Replace paragraph E.3.3.5 with the updated example shown in 
Attachment 13. 
 
The Lubricants Committee agreed with the Task Force’s recommendation to move these 
items to ballot. 
 

ACTION: Kevin Ferrick will issue a letter ballot asking the Lubricants Committee to 
approve the proposed changes to API 1509 noted under item 7 above. 
 
8. DAP REPORT 

Detroit Advisory Panel (DAP) Chair Steve Herzog provided a written report on the latest 
developments in the DAP (see Attachments 14 and 15). 

 
9. NEXT STANDARDS MEETING 

Jim Williams proposed holding the next Lubricants Committee meeting in conjunction with 
the March NPRA meeting. 


